Bible Study:  The Armor of God 

THE ENEMY

"I will be like the most High"

For we wrestle not against flesh & blood, but against principalities, against powers, against rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Eph 6:12
We are fighting a battle. It is not with flesh and blood, not with people, but it is a war. We fight:
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PRINCIPALITIES-individuals who hold the highest & loftiest position of rank and authority

· POWERS-lower ranking demons that receive delegated authority from Satan

· RULERS OF DARKNESS OF THIS WORLD-ranks, files, troops

· SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS IN HIGH PLACES-individual spirits sent forth to affect humanity in a bad, vile, impious way

The Halloween caricature of the Devil in red flannels with horns, a long tail, and a pitchfork could not be further from the truth. Don’t be deceived into believing that the Devil is a myth, like Santa-Claus and the tooth fairy!

The Bible is unmistakably clear in its teachings about Satan. Satan is a real personality with real goals, ambitions, and desires. The literal existence of Satan is taught in seven Old Testament books and by every single New Testament author.

Satan is a “deceiver” (Rev. 12:9). One of the greatest deceptions he has used in our day is the false notion that he does not exist. Biblical signs of demon possession (split personality, self-abuse, violence, etc.) are no longer attributed to demonic sources. In our days these problems are seen as psychiatric disorders.

Satanism is becoming one of America’s fastest growing “religions.”

Inverted crosses, pentagrams, and goat heads are frequent reminders of the pervasiveness of satanism in today’s rock culture. News stories about grave robberies and ritualistic child abuse remind us that Satan is “alive and well on the planet earth.” 

This should not cause us to “marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light” (II Corinthians 11:14). (Reflect on the Bible’s “angel of light” description as it applies to modern “out of the body experiences” which report being drawn towards a great inviting light.)

Satan The Adversary Of God

With these words the most exalted creature in God’s heavenly creation — Lucifer, the anointed cherub — launched his career as Satan, the adversary of God. To be "like the most High" is the object of Satan’s desire, and he formulated a plan of evil designed to achieve that goal.
Originally created the "anointed cherub" and the crowning glory of God’s heavenly creation, Lucifer occupied the most prestigious and privileged position in the heavenly realm. 

· The "multitude of his merchandise" was unparalleled. 

· The distinct honor of his service was unrivaled. 

· He was "the anointed cherub that covereth" and God had set him so. 

· He was "perfect in his ways, until iniquity was found in him." His heart was lifted up in pride and self-worth in connection with his position of honor, and he, with a violent attack in his heart upon the very ‘God-ness of God,’ thought that he himself was worthy of receiving the praise and glory that he saw given to God.

Upon so sinning and being judged by God with removal from his privileged position, Lucifer, with his "corrupted wisdom," determined to establish himself as God’s adversary -- a ‘satan.’ 

After formulating his plan of evil, Satan went about implementing it by acquiring for himself the necessary allegiance of creatures in both the heavenly and earthly realms. 

· With both positions intact, Satan possessed the means for putting his plan of evil into effect and realizing his objective of being "like the most High." 

God's Response To The Plan Of Evil

What Satan undoubtedly hoped for when he both formulated and implemented his plan of evil, did not take place. Instead of God resigning Himself to Satan’s plan to be "like the most High," God responded with express opposition to what Satan had done. 

God’s plan for the repossession of the earth was openly declared both to Satan and to man, but God kept something secret in Himself about His plan that He did not reveal until He raised up the apostle Paul. 

That which He kept "hid in Himself’ was His plan for the repossession of the heavenly places also, and this to be accomplished through the formation of a "new creation" in the earth. In so doing, God in His "manifold wisdom" provides for the destruction of the entire Satanic plan of evil, both on the earth and in the heavenly places.

Satan's Policy Of Evil As The "Prince Of The World"
In response to God’s declared intentions to destroy the implementation of Satan’s plan of evil on this earth, Satan instituted a policy of evil by which he would be firmly in control over the affairs of this earth, and able, therefore, to deal with any of God’s activities in his usurped domain. 

By instituting this policy of evil Satan’s desire has been to thwart God’s ability to utilize man as He has said He would.

· Satan immediately put his policy of evil into effect with Cain and those of his seed, 

· Then intensified it by the actions of some of his angels in the days of Noah, and 

· Deployed a further aspect of it with the incident of the tower of Babel. 

His Names

Each of these words fits into one of four categories:

1. Satan's destructive bent; 2. Satan's perverted nature; 

3. Satan's desire to control; 4. Satan, the mind manipulator

Here are the Bibical names used for satan and next to them a number corresponding with his mode of operation.
Abaddon 


(1)  Accuser 

(4)  Adversary 

(4)  Angel of Light 

(4)  Apollyon  
(1)  Beelzebub 

(2)

Belial 



(2)  Devil

(4)  Dragon


(2)  Evil One


(2)  Murderer

(2)  Prince of this World
(3)

Prince of the Power of the Air
(3)  

Roaring Lion


(4)  Satan

(4)  Serpent


(1) 

SATAN’S DESIRES
Have you ever seen someone under deep conviction during a church service or while you are witnessing to him? You feel certain that he will answer the invitation to be saved. Yet, he turns away. When this happens Satan wins another battle.

1. 
Satan desires to keep people from being saved. 

2
Satan desires it destroy the child of God. 

3. 
Satan desires to be worshiped like God. 

SATAN"S DEVICES
Jesus said that Satan "is a liar, and the father of it" (John 8:44). As we look at Satan's devices, we would do well to remember that all of Satan's lures are based upon lies, for "there is no truth in him" (John 8:44).

His Allurement
· Satan has used three basic tools to entice men for centuries. 

· Satan used these three temptations to deceive Eve. 

· Satan attempted to lure Jesus Christ with the same temptations that he used in his successful deception of Eve. 

His Goal

· Satan will do anything in his power to draw you away from Christ. 

· When temptations assault you, remember “all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28
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