PRAYER

· Prayer is not just "talking" to God. 

· It is "worshipful address" to God. 

· Prayer is ONLY directed to God, not to humans.

In the Bible, the true God is only addressed in prayer (pagans also address their gods). 

Thus, there is a distinction made between talking and praying. 

If prayer were merely "talking" to God, then Satan prayed to God in Job 1. Also, Cain "prayed" to God in Genesis 4.

There are three Greek words used in the Bible that we translate to the English word, prayer. 

The first word is "proseuchomai" which means...to pray to God, supplicate, worship, make prayer; to face God.

(words of Jesus)  Matthew 6:6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 

A second Greek word for prayer is "parakaleo" which also is a compound word. "Para" means "near, beside, equal" and "kaleo" means "to call or bid".

(words of Jesus) Matthew 26:53 Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels? 

The third Greek word for prayer is "deomai" which means "to beg or petition...as binding oneself". It implies a very urgent need.

(words of Jesus) Matthew 9:38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. 

Summary of What True Prayer Is and Isn't
· Prayer is the channel of fellowship and communication with the true and living God. 

· Prayer is where the mortal, weak human being meets the all wise, omnipotent and ever loving Creator. 

· Prayer is a proven, active and prevailing reality. 

· Prayer has no substitute..

James 5:16 

1 John 3:21-22 

John 15:7 

Matthew 21:22 

WHEN SHOULD CHRISTIANS PRAY?

We should pray, not continuously, but continually. (“Continuous” is like an uninterrupted waterfall, while “continual” is like an intermittent, but steady, busy signal.)

Luke 18:1 

First Thessalonians 5:17 

Daniel 6:10 

We should pray whenever the need is felt. 

Acts 4 23-24

Acts 12:5 

Luke 3:21 

Luke 6:12 

John 17:20-21 

Matthew 26:36-44 

Luke 23:34 

WHERE SHOULD CHRISTIANS PRAY?

We should pray in private. 

Matthew 6:6

Mark 1:35 

People like Peter and Jesus ended up in some very unusual places to pray, at least in our modern-day estimation. 

Acts 10:9

Matthew 14:23

Luke 5:16

We should pray in public. 

1 Timothy 4:3-5 

Acts 2:42

1 Corinthians 14

WHY SHOULD CHRISTIANS PRAY?

We should pray because we are commanded to. 

1 Thessalonians 4:17

Colossians 4:2

We should pray because it can change the mind of God. 

Exodus 32:9-14

Exodus 32

James 5:14 

We should pray because it can relieve anxiety. 

1 Peter 5:7

Philippians 4:6-7

We should pray because it rewards. 

Matthew 6:6

Matthew 7:7

We should pray because it strengthens us. 

Ephesians in 3:14-19

Colossians in 1:9-11

WHAT AND/OR WHO SHOULD CHRISTIANS PRAY FOR?

We should pray for people of the world.
· We should pray for alien sinners
· We should pray for the sick in the world
· We should pray for rulers
We should pray for people of the church.
· We should pray for erring brethren
· We should pray for sick brethren
· We should pray for more laborers to go into the field
· We should pray for the faithfulness of brethren
· We should pray for the wisdom, knowledge, and understanding of brethren to be increased
· We should pray for the success of preachers
We should pray for ourselves.

· We should pray for our physical needs

· We should pray for our spiritual needs. 

HOW SHOULD CHRISTIANS PRAY?

· We should pray with humility

· We should pray in belief

· We should pray in gratitude

· We should pray with the specified sign of authority

· We should pray in acceptance of God’s will

· We should pray in unity

· We should pray with praise
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