FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT:  PEACE

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law." (Galatians 5: 22-23)

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:27)

There is a vast difference between the peace that Jesus gives and that which the world offers. The disciples saw this daily. For three years they lived with Him and experienced every situation together.

They saw that He was worshipped and reviled, that people accepted and rejected Him. He was at rest in the midst of common human circumstances such as hunger, thirst, and lack of sleep—things that can irritate people tremendously.

Even His intense expectation of death did not really disturb His peace. As He talked about leaving this world, it is no wonder that the disciples asked themselves, Where do we go from here?

Jesus told them not to be concerned or afraid. “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.”
This peace was sufficient for their diverse characters. The quickly stirred Peter depended on it, just as did the loving John. The physician, Luke, was not able to do his work acceptably without it Neither could simple fishermen like James and Andrew.

The peace the Lord promised was not bound to character, education, or other circumstances. This inner peace, which lived in their hearts through the Holy Spirit, expelled their fears, strengthened their characters and increased their capabilities. It changed them.

Though Jesus Christ would no longer be on earth, His Spirit would lead and help them. He would bring the Master and His words to mind again and again.

The Spirit would point to the necessity of a walk with their Father in Heaven by word and prayer, according to Jesus’ example. The source of Jesus’ peace and rest would be at their disposal.

In spite of this, the disciples did not experience a glorious, uninterrupted sense of peace. One of them denied his Lord. Another betrayed Him. When Jesus was arrested, all deserted Him in fear. Circumstances temporarily removed Jesus’ peace from their hearts, but confession paved the way for rest to return.

The disciples experienced, as we do, peace as a matter of growth. We see that growth in the Book of Acts, where the disciples appeared as undaunted men who stood firm for their Lord’s cause, who were not intimidated by opposition, who knew what their calling was and were faithful to that.

We will experience peace in proportion to the room we give the Holy Spirit.
What is peace?
What is your idea of being at peace? 

I. 
DEFINING "PEACE"
Is it a place? 

· Being at home alone after the kids have gone to school

· Fishing on a cool mountain stream during springtime

· A cool fall day on the golf course

Is it a circumstance?

· All the bills are paid

· All deadlines are met/no job pressures

· A night at home when no one has to be anywhere

· No homework

· Everyone is healthy

· Financial institutions advertise that peace is a result of wise financial investments. Insurance companies advertise that having a medical supplement and/or life insurance policies will give you peace of mind.

These things are good and certainly can make life a little better but there is only one source of true peace. Jehovah Shalom (The Lord is Peace).
II. 
THE SOURCE OF THIS PEACE
A. 
It Comes From Jesus, Who Came To Bring Peace...

B. 
The Peace Jesus Brings Involves...
1. 
Peace With God 
( upward peace )

2. 
Peace With Self 
( inward peace )

3. 
Peace With Others 
( external peace )

III 
HOW TO ACQUIRE GOD'S PERFECT PEACE
A. 
Obey God's Principles ( Isaiah 48:18 )

B. 
Accept God's Pardon

C. 
Focus On God's Presence

D. 
Trust God's Promises

E. 
Ask For God's Peace
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