Sermon on the Mount Lesson 13
Matthew 5:21-26

In the verses presently under consideration, the Lord begins to explain more clearly, using various illustrations, the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees and what it takes to exceed it.

I.
A FALSE INTERPRETATION

We must keep in mind that Jesus was not setting His teaching against that of the Old Testament. Instead, He was referring to the faulty interpretation that the scribes and Pharisees had given to it. Had Jesus been contradicting the Old Testament, He would have been contradicting the very Scriptures He had authored.

In ancient times people did not have multiple copies of the Bible as we do today. Their understanding of the Scriptures was primarily gleaned from what they heard the scribes and Pharisees teach and what they saw them practice. They relied heavily upon these men to read and interpret the law of God. The problem with this system was that the religious leaders did not always expound the exact meaning of the text. Beginning in verse 21, Jesus expounds the true meaning of what was set forth in the Old Testament.

A. 
Observing the Law Outwardly

B. 
Neglecting the Law Inwardly

II.
A FULLER EXPLANATION

A. 
Feeling Anger

B. 
Expressing Anger

C. 
Judging Anger

D. 
Classifying Anger

III. 
A FAVORABLE RECONCILIATION

A. 
The Priority of Reconciliation vs. 23-24

B. 
The Urgency of Reconciliation vs. 25-26

