Sermon on the Mount Lesson 11 –Light

Matthew 5:14-16 

Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. [15] Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. [16] Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

God has a purpose for this world that involves US. It was His purpose to save us, and He did, and it is also His purpose to use us and He will. Just as we are called to be salt in a decaying world, we are also called to be light in a darkened world.

I. 
A REALITY THAT IS INESCAPABLE "Ye are the light of the world."

A. 
Becoming Light

Paul said to the Ephesians, "For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord..." (Ephesians 5:8). How did this transformation take place? How do those who are born children of darkness and who live as children of darkness, become children of light?

B. 
Being Light

1. 
A Statement of Fact

2. 
A Show of Force

3. 
Shining with Fervor

II. 
A REQUIREMENT THAT IS IMPERATIVE 

"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works..."

A. 
The Purpose

As lights in the world, Christians serve many purposes. We are to be a:

1. 
Guiding Light

2. 
Reproving Light

3. 
Reflecting Light

B. 
The Plan

Christ spells out quite clearly and unequivocally His plan for us in terms of letting our light shine. We are to shine through good works (Titus 2:7, 14; 3:8).

III.
A RESULT THAT IS ILLUSTRIOUS 

"...and glorify your Father which is in heaven."

The result of our light shining is two-fold:

A. 
The Evangelization of men

B. 
The Glorification of God

