Sermon on the Mount Lesson10 - Salt
Matthew 5:13 

Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 

In the previous verses the Lord presented the principles and qualities that make a Christian distinctive. Beginning with verse 13 He goes on to give a striking picture of what it really means to behave as a Christian. In describing the Christian as the salt of the earth, Jesus provides a powerful illustration of the impact and impression we are to be making on the society in which we live.

The size of our influence is not the focus in this verse, but rather the strength of it. 

I. 
A DIVINE OPPORTUNITY

We must keep in mind as we approach this verse that this is not a call for volunteers. Jesus is telling those of His day, as well as those of us today, that as believers we ARE salt whether we want to be or not. It is not a matter of whether or not we are influencing others, but it is a matter of how we are influencing them.

As salt, we have an awesome opportunity to make an eternal difference in the lives of those around us.

A. 
Salt is Visible

B. 
Salt is Valuable

C. 
Salt is Vital

II. 
A DEFINITE RESPONSIBILITY

By nature and by purpose believers are to be distinctly different. By nature we are a new creation, born of God (2 Corinthians 5:17; 1 Peter 1:23). By purpose we are to:

A. 
Be Pure

B. 
Preserve

C. 
Be Pungent

D. 
Penetrate

III. 
A DREADFUL POSSIBILITY

"It is a well-known fact that the salt of this country [ie. Palestine] when in contact with the ground, or exposed to rain and sun, does become insipid and useless. From the manner in which it is gathered, much earth and other impurities are necessarily collected with it. Not a little of it is so impure that it cannot be used at all; and such salt soon effloresces and turns to dust--not to fruitful soil however.

It is not only good for nothing itself, but it actually destroys all fertility wherever it is thrown...No man will allow it to be thrown on to his field, and the only place for it is the street; and there it is cast, to be trodden under foot of men." (The Pulpit Commentary, Volume 15, page 152)

There is danger, disgrace, and possible disaster here in terms of our Christian testimony. The possibility of a Christian losing his or her testimony is as real as salt losing its saltiness. The above quote gives us some idea as to how salt loses its savor and how we can lose our testimony as a child of God.

A. 
Association 

"It is a well-known fact that the salt of this country [ie. Palestine] when in contact with the ground, or exposed to rain and sun, does become insipid and useless..."

B. 
Contamination 

"...From the manner in which it is gathered much earth and other impurities are necessarily collected with it. Not a little of it is so impure that it cannot be used at all..."

C. 
Devastation 

"...It is not only good for nothing itself, but it actually destroys all fertility wherever it is thrown..."

D. 
Repudiation "...No man will allow it to be thrown on to his field, and the only place for it is the street; and there it is cast, to be trodden under foot of men."
