

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

Matthew 5 – 7





In all of the teachings of Jesus, the Sermon on the Mount is the longest discourse we have recorded. There should be no doubt that what is contained in this sermon is as relevant today as it was the day it was first spoken by the Lord Jesus Christ. The relevance of this sermon is seen in the fact that what the Lord taught is repeated in the epistles to the churches of the New Testament.



It is very important that we know what we believe, but it is equally important to know how to behave. In these three chapters of Matthew’s gospel there is a good balance of doctrinal and practical teaching. In the text of this great sermon we find teachings that can and should be applied to our lives on a daily basis. 



1 - Introduction

Matthew 5:1-2



I. 	THE PLACE FROM WHICH THE SERMON WAS DELIVERED

A.	It Depicts the Lord’s Humility

Matthew 8:20

B. 	It Illustrates Man’s Possibility

C. 	It Manifests Christ’s Royalty

II. 	THE POSITION IN WHICH THE SERMON WAS DELIVERED

A. 	Christ’s sitting was Deemed Customary

B. 	Christ’s sitting Denoted Authority

III. 	THE PERSONS TO WHOM THE SERMON WAS DELIVERED

A. 	It was for Christ’s Adherents Primarily

B. 	It was also heard by the Audience in the Periphery

IV. 	THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH THE SERMON WAS DELIVERED

A. 	The Sermon on the Mount Gives Direction to the Christian life

B. 	The Sermon on the Mount Reveals Deficiencies in the Christian life

C. 	The Sermon on the Mount Adds Dynamic to the Christian life

V. 	PREPARING TO RECEIVE THE SERMON

A. 	An Eagerness to Hear the Word of God "Wherefore, by beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear..."

B. 	A Readiness to Receive the Word of God "and receive with meekness the engrafted word"

C. 	A Willingness to Obey the Word of God "But by ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves."



�THE BEATITUDES – Matthew 5: 3 - 12



2 – The Poor in Spirit…

Matthew 5:3-3



I. 	THE INTERPRETATION OF "POOR IN SPIRIT"

A. 	Negatively, what "poor in spirit" IS NOT

B. 	Positively, what "poor in spirit" IS

II. 	THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING "POOR IN SPIRIT"

A. 	Being "poor in spirit" is Fundamental to Salvation

B. 	Being "poor in spirit" is Foundational to Maturation

III. 	THE INDICATIONS OF BEING "POOR IN SPIRIT"

There are several characteristics that are evidenced by those who are truly "poor in spirit."

A. 	They Live to Exalt Christ

B. 	They Love to Edify other Christians

C. 	They Look for ways to Exhibit Compassion

IV. 	THE INHERITANCE OF THE "POOR IN SPIRIT"

A. 	The Kingdom and our Position

B. 	The Kingdom and our Privileges

V. 	IMPROVING IN REGARDS TO BEING "POOR IN SPIRIT"

A. 	Focusing on the Lord

B. 	Denying Ourselves

C. 	Living for Others



3 – They That Mourn

Matthew 5:4-4

MOURNING EXPLAINED

People mourn in various ways. The Bible speaks of at least three types of mourning.

A. 	Sinful Mourning

B. 	Natural Mourning

C. 	Scriptural Mourning

II. 	COMFORT OBTAINED

The Lord promises that whosoever experiences Scriptural sorrow and mourning, those same individuals will be comforted.

A. 	The Comfort of Salvation

B. 	The Comfort of Condonation (Forgiveness)

C. 	The Comfort of Translation



4 – The Meek

Matthew 5:5-5

I. 	MEEKNESS EXPLICATED

A. 	Meekness according to the World

B. 	Meekness according to the Word

II. 	MEEKNESS DEMONSTRATED

A. 	Old Testament Examples

B. 	New Testament Examples

III. 	MEEKNESS NECESSITATED

Meekness is necessary for:

A. 	Receiving God’s Word 

B. 	Communicating God’s Message

C. 	Ministering to God’s People

D. 	Exhibiting God’s Character

IV. 	MEEKNESS COMPENSATED

The Lord promises an inheritance to those who are genuinely meek. This inheritance is their’s:

A. 	Presently through Contentment

B. 	Literally through Christ



5 – They That Do Hunger and Thirst…

Matthew 5:6-6



I. 	A DESIRED POSSESSION

The Bible speaks of three kinds of righteousness.

A. 	Putrefying Righteousness

B. 	Justifying Righteousness

C. 	Sanctifying Righteousness

II. 	A DILIGENT PURSUIT

They desire to be free from the: 

A. 	Power of Sin

B. 	Preference of Sin

C. 	Presence of Sin

III. 	A DIVINE PROMISE

The promise given to those who hunger and thirst after righteousness is that they will be filled. This filling is three-fold.

A. 	Filled Initially

B. 	Filled Continuously

C. 	Filled Ultimately



6 – The Merciful…

Matthew 5:7-7

I. 	MERCY DEMONSTRATED

Luke 10:30-37

The mercy Jesus spoke of in this beatitude can be demonstrated in several ways.

A. 	Materially

B. 	Emotionally

C. 	Spiritually

II. 	MERCY CULTIVATED

How does one develop a more merciful spirit? Referring back to the story of the "Good Samaritan" (Luke 10:33-34), we see that there are three practical steps we can take toward being "merciful" as the Lord would have us to be.

A. 	Seeing "and when he saw him"

B. 	Feeling "he had compassion on him"

C. 	Responding "And went to him...and took care of him"

III. 	MERCY REMUNERATED

Mercy begets mercy according to the words of our Lord in His sermon. "Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy." This is true:

A. 	Presently

B. 	Eternally



7 – The Pure In Heart

Matthew 5:8-8

I. 	THE PERCEPTION OF PURITY

A pure heart is one that is:

A. 	Free from Corruption

B. 	Fixed on Christ

II. 	THE PLACE OF PURITY

A. 	The Heart Defined

B. 	The Heart Described

III. 	THE PROCESS OF PURITY

A. 	A Spiritual Process

B. 	A Practical Process

IV. 	THE PROMISE OF PURITY

Like the other promises associated with these Beatitudes, this one has both a present and future fulfillment.

A. 	Presently

B. 	Eternally



8 – The Peacemakers…

Matthew 5:9-9

I. 	THE CHARACTERISTICS OF "PEACEMAKERS"

A peacemaker is one who:

A. 	Knows peace Inwardly

B. 	Brings peace Spiritually

C. 	Pursues peace Socially

II. 	THE COMMENDATION OF "PEACEMAKERS"

A. 	"Peacemakers" are Regarded as Content

B. 	"Peacemakers" are Recognized as Children



9 – Persecuted and Reviled, But Rejoice

Matthew 5:10-12

I. 	THE RECIPIENTS OF PERSECUTION

A. 	All Christians Generally

B. 	Ministers Particularly

II. 	THE RANGE OF PERSECUTION

Persecution comes in many forms and can range from mild to severe. Verse 11 mentions 3 forms in which persecution can come. It can come:

A. 	Verbally "Blessed are ye when men shall revile you . . ."

B. 	Physically "Blessed are ye when men shall . . . persecute you"

C. 	Scandalously "Blessed are ye when men shall . . . say all manner of evil against you falsely"

III. 	THE REASON FOR PERSECUTION

Much has been done in the name of religion that has resulted in persecution of some type, that does not necessarily fall within the scope of these verses.

A. 	What these verses DO NOT say

B. 	What these verses DO say

IV. 	THE RESPONSE TO PERSECUTION

A person can respond one of two ways when it comes to persecution. They can respond carnally or spiritually.

A. 	Responding Carnally

B. 	Responding Spiritually
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